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ABSTRACT 
 
The most important factor in writing is that students need to be personally 
involved in order to make the learning experience of lasting value. 
Encouraging students’ participation in the exercise, while at the same time 
refining and expanding writing skills, requires a certain pragmatic approach. 
The teacher should be clear on what skills he/she is trying to develop. The 
method of this research was experimental method.  The population of this 
research was the students at the first semester of the seventh class at SMP 
Budi Karya Natar Lampung Selatan consisting of 78 students in 2 classes.  
The samples of this research were two classes, the first class as the 
experimental class and the second class as control class.  In taking the 
sample, the writer used total sampling technique. In collecting the data, the 
writer used writing test.  The writer provided some topics for the students, 
and they were asked to write a descriptive text based on the topic chosen.  In 
analyzing the data, the writer used ttest formula. The result of this research 
showed that the writer proved that the students’ ability in writing descriptive 
that learn descriptive text was higher than the students’ who learn descriptive 
through conventional technique.  It was proved by the average score of 
students’ ability in writing descriptive text in experimental class was higher 
than the average score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text in 
control class (69.95 > 54.67).  Then,  the calculation of ttest showed that the 
score of ttest was higher than ttable with significance level 5% and 1% 
(7.88>1.67>2.39).  Therefore, the writer proved the hypothesis that there is a 
significant influence of Group Work towards students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text at the first semester of the seventh class at SMP Budi Karya 
Natar Lampung Selatan in 2014/2015. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Language is created to help people in their communication. Then, 
language is also used to help people in transferring information to the other 
people. By using language people understand what the other people say and 
explain in their activities. So, In our live we need language for 
communication to one another. We have to learn four skills in learning the 
language namely: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Writing language 
is getting more and more essential today. It should be mastered in order to be 
literate.  But, Indonesian students of senior high school commonly have only 
little enthusiasm for their writing tasks. Every time they have writing tasks, 
they feel it is difficult to do. But, they should have strong foundation for their 
writing skill before entering a higher level of education. So, it is crucial for 
them to master this skill.  In composing a good writing, we should notice 
some aspects. Tenses are one important aspect that should be mastered in 
order to make a well structured writing. But, writing in different language is 
not always as easy as writing in our own language since there are some 
different rules in the writing systems and these differences sometimes make 
us make errors. 
Writing has long been linked to the capacity for critical thinking. In 
order to write well, students need to form intellectual habits and develop 
skills for inquiry that are both formed by writing and necessary for writing to 
be logical, coherent, and well-reasoned In addition, writing appears to 
enhance learning by engaging students more actively in processing, 
interpreting, and evaluating information.  Writing seems to have taken on 
different definitions for different groups of people in order to suit their 
different needs and purposes for writing. Even for professionals involved in 
the field of English Language Teaching, not one definition of writing could 
satisfy everyone. 
Based on the writer’s preliminary research at SMP Budi Karya Natar 
Lampung Selatan, the writer found that the students’ writing ability 
especially in writing descriptive text need to be increased.  The students often 
get difficulties in expressing their ideas in their writing.  The students also 
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felt confused how to begin writing.  To create an effective learning process, 
the teacher also needs to use various strategy.  It is needed to create students’ 
enjoyment in learning writing.  One of the strategies that can be used in 
teaching writing is Group Work.  Group Work can be used to teach writing 
effectively.  It is assumed that is suggested the English teacher needs to use 
Group Work in teaching writing descriptive text. 
The problem in this research can be formulated as follows: 
1. How is the influence of Group Work towards students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text? 
2. How is the average score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text 
who learn descriptive text through Group Work than those students who 
learn descriptive text through the conventional technique? 
The objectives of this research are: 
1. To know and describe the influence of Group Work towards students’ 
ability in writing descriptive text. 
To know and describe the average score of students’ ability in writing 
descriptive text who learn descriptive text through Group Work than these 
students who learn descriptive text through the conventional technique. 
 
THE METHOD OF RESEARCH 
This research used experimental method. It took two classes, the first 
class was experimental class which is taught by using Group Works and the 
other class was control class which is taught by using conventional technique  
that focused on writing ability. Then the result of the test both classes were 
compared to know whether there was influence about teaching writing by 
using Group Work towards students` writing ability in writing descriptive 
text. 
The population of this research was the students at the first semester 
of the seventh class of SMP BUDI KARYA NATAR LAMPUNG 
SELATAN IN 2014/2015. The number of students at the seventh class are 78 
of two classes. 
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In order to get the sample of research, it was used cluster random 
sampling technique because the average score of each classes are 
homogenous. 
To know the students` writing ability in writing descriptive text, this 
research used writing test. It was provided topics (for example : My Mother, 
My School, My Home), and the students were asked to choose one of the 
topics above and make a descriptive text.  The composition of descriptive 
text should not less than 150 words. In scoring students’ writing ability, the 
writer applied the scoring system  proposed by Tribble. 
To know the validity of test, the writer used content and construct 
validity. It means that the test was designed based on the curriculum used in 
that school and should be appropriate with the material of English as a 
foreign language. 
Hypothesis test is used to prove whether they are accepted or not. The 
formula of T-test as follows: 
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Notes:  
1n : Total number of students of experimental class 
2n : Total number of students of control class 
1x : The average score of experimental class 
2x : The average score of control class 
S    : Standard deviation 
2
1s : The variant of experimental class  
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2
2s : The variant of control class 
Testing Hypothesis 
The Testing of the Equality  of the  Average score 
 
210 :  H    (There is no Influence of Using Group Work  Towards 
Students  Ability in Writing Descriptive Text at the Second 
Semester of the Seventh Class at SMP BUDI KARYA 
NATAR LAMPUNG SELATAN i n 2013/2014  ). 
21:  H   (There is Influence of Using Group Work  Towards Students  
Ability in Writing Descriptive Text at the Second Semester of 
the Seventh Class at SMP BUDI KARYA NATAR 
LAMPUNG SELATAN i n 2013/2014). 
The criteria is accepted is H if tabtcalt  at significant level 5% and 
1% 
The Testing of the Difference of Two Average 
210 :  H   (The average score of students’ writing descriptive ability who 
learned  through Group work is smaller than those who learned 
through the conventional technique). 
21:  H  (The average score of students’ writing descriptive ability who 
learned  through Group work is higher than those who learned 
through the conventional technique). 
The alternative  hypothesis )( H is accepted on this research. 
The criteria is accepted is H if tabtcalt  at significant level 5% and 
1%. 
 
THE RESEARCH REPORT 
To know the normality of data in Experiment class and control classs, 
the reserach took score of students` writing mastery after doing treatment to 
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the students. The result of students` writing mastery showed that the data 
were in normal distribution. 
Homogeneity test of variance is used to know whether the data are 
homogenous or not. The result showed that the data in experiment and 
control class are homogenous. 
Based on the calculation of data analysis and testing hypothesis, it has 
gotten that t-test = 7.88 which means that it is located in the critical are 
rejecting Ho and t-table = 1.67 and 2.39 that is why Ho is rejected and 
consequently Ha is accepted. It means that teaching writing  by using Group 
Work can improve and this technique has positive influence. 
Group Work is a writing strategy that helps students understand their 
role as a writer, the audience they will address, the varied formats for writing, 
and the topic they'll be writing about. By using this strategy, teachers 
encourage students to write creatively, to consider a topic from a different 
perspective, and to gain practice writing for different audiences.  
Based on the data analysis above, the writer proved that the students’ 
ability in writing descriptive that learn descriptive text was higher than the 
students’ who learn descriptive through conventional technique.  It was 
proved by the average score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text in 
experimental class was higher than the average score of students’ ability in 
writing descriptive text in control class (69.95 > 54.67).  Then,  the 
calculation of ttest showed that the score of ttest was higher than ttable with 
significance level 5% and 1% (7.88 >1.67>2.39).  Therefore, the writer 
proved the hypothesis that there is a significant influence of Group Work 
towards students’ ability in writing descriptive text at the first semester of the 
seventh class at SMP Budi Karya Natar Lampung Selatan in 2014/2015.  
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Based on the previous chapter, the writer tried to give conclusions. 
The average score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text who learn 
descriptive through Group Work was higher than those students who learn 
descriptive through conventional technique.  It was proved by the average 
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score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text in experimental class was 
69.95 and the the average score of students’ ability in writing descriptive text 
in control class was 54.67. There is a significant influence of Group Work 
towards students’ ability in writing descriptive text. Group Work gave a good 
impact to increase students writing mastery. 
 
Suggestion  
Based on the conclusion above, the writer tried to give suggestions as follow: 
1. For the students 
1) The students should increase their motivation in learning English. 
2) The students should practice writing especially writing descriptive 
text. 
3) To motivate students’ in learning English they should be given some 
techniques in learning teaching process. 
2. For the English teacher 
1) The teacher can apply Group Work as an alternative technique in 
teaching writing. 
2) The teacher should give a lot of practice of writing.  By practicing 
writing regularly, the students’ writing ability will be better. 
3) The teacher can give vocabulary for the students.  It is important 
because vocabulary is an important aspect in learning writing. 
3. For the school 
1) The school needs to provide English books in order to increase the 
students’ knowledge in English. 
2) The school should increase the quality of learning and teaching 
process. 
3) The school should add the English learning time for the students. 
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